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Element 112 named copernicium

In honour of scientist and astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543), the discovering team around Professor 
Sigurd Hofmann suggested the name copernicium with the element symbol Cn (original suggestion was Cp) for 
the new element 112, discovered at the GSI Helmholtzzentrum für Schwerionenforschung (Center for Heavy Ion 
Research) in Darmstadt. It was Copernicus who discovered that the Earth orbits the Sun, thus paving the way for 
our modern view of the world. Thirteen years ago, element 112 was discovered by an international team of 
scientists at the GSI accelerator facility. The International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry, IUPAC, recently 
confirmed their discovery. IUPAC has now confirmed the new element's name as copernicium.
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